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Saltford, Corston and Newton St Loe 
Three Parishes Newsletter 

June 2016 
 

 

Dear Friends 
 
On May 15th the church celebrated Pentecost, a time when we remember how the Holy Spirit empowered 
the first disciples to become the church. It wasn’t easy, we read in the book of Acts, how God challenged 
their understanding of what the church should be like, to enable them to discover what it really means to 
be part of God’s church. 
 
So often when we think we try to explain what we mean by church we focus on tradition, buildings, types 
and styles of service. So often our focus is on our likes, rather than on what will attract others into a 
relationship with God. 
 
One definition of church, given by Robin Dixon at a recent meeting about being a ‘Church without Walls” 
defines church as being and making disciples of Jesus in authentic loving community for the good of the 
world. John Calvin’s definition is; wherever we see the Word of God purely preached and heard, there a 
church of God exists, even if it swarms with many faults.  
 
Pentecost was a time of growth. In the early days after Pentecost we read how thousands were added to 
their number. God not only used speeches made by the disciples, but also every possibility that presented 
itself to attract others into a relationship with himself. Remember the jailer who was about to kill himself 
because he thought Paul and Silas had escaped; the jailer engages in a conversation with Paul and Silas 
about what he must do to be saved and he and his whole household were saved and later baptised. This 
encounter happened in a prison, not a church building. 
 
Across the Benefice we have begun to ask questions to discern what it means to be church in the 
community as a way of being and making disciples of Jesus and to review our pattern of worship; not just 
to sake changes for change sake, or to reduce the work load or pressure on those who officiate in a variety 
of ways at the services; but to identify, develop and be church in a way that will attract others into a 
relationship with God.   
 
So what will this look like in practice - one example is the training of people from across the benefice to 
become Lay Pastoral Assistants to help come alongside members of our church and community who are 
isolated, lonely, have been bereaved, are in hospital or are residents of a nursing home. At the moment we 
have 12 people on this course – please pray for them specifically that they may discern the ministry to 
which the Spirit of God is leading them. 
 
May we all continue to be open to the Holy Spirit empowering us, challenging us, transforming us as we 
seek to discover what it truly means to be the church. 
 
 
Blessings, Daile 
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Special Services across the Benefice 

 throughout June & July 

 
Pet Service   

Sunday 19th June at 11.15am, All Saints Church,  

Corston. 

 

Celebration of Ministry 

Sunday 3rd July at 4pm, Holy Trinity Church, Newton St Loe 

 

Benefice Holy Communion 

Sunday 31st July at 9.30am, St Mary’s Church, Saltford 

 
 
 
How do you pray?  
 
Are there times when (or places where) prayer is impossible? 
Are there circumstances or activities in which turning our attention to God would be inappropriate? 
Well, we all know the “right” answer to those questions don’t we? However, on reflection, is it not true 
that there are some places we go and some things we do (some of them every-day, mundane, matter of 
fact things) when in practice, it doesn’t occur to us to turn our attention to God?  
Having identified such occasions, we might go on to ask ourselves why that is the case. Is it because we 
feel it would not be appropriate? Or is it because we forget who we are ….people who live and move and 
have our being in God? Have we fallen into that abyss of nothingness we call sin by, in practice, living as if 
that connectedness to God was not the very ground of our being? 
The writer of Psalm 139 reminds us so forcibly and beautifully that there is no place where God is not and 
no experience or activity (no matter how mundane, intimate and insignificant it might be) from which God 
is excluded; nothing at all to which God is not privy with loving attention and tender-loving-kindness. 
If you’ve not prayed with Psalm 139 for some time, why not do it today? 
Prayer is a precious privilege, granted by our gracious God and we are talking about it. 

Let us pray. 
 

                                Ken Plant 

 
A Praying Community 

Opportunities to pray across the Benefice 

 
Monday 9am    Morning Prayer  -  we meet with our Local     

Ministry Group to pray in St Peter’s Church Marksbury 

Monday 7pm    Silent Prayer  - an opportunity to pray silently 

with others in St Mary’s Church, Saltford 

Thursday 9am   Morning Prayer in All Saints Corston 

 

Prayer Meetings 

Each week in Saltford people meet to pray in people’s homes, 

please see the weekly notice sheet for details of where and 

when these take place – they are open to everyone. 

Prayer Book 

 If you would like prayer for yourself or for someone else, each 

church has a prayer book in which you can write the 

names of those you would like us to remember in 

our prayers.  

One to one 

There are people available to pray with you if you 

have a particular need or find something within the 

service has challenged or inspired you. Please 

speak to one of the wardens, readers or clergy 

and they will find someone who is willing to pray 

with you. Alternatively, if when you receive 

Communion, just speak to the Rector and she will 

pray for you then.  

 
 

 
 

  

St Mary’s Prayer Meetings 
throughout the month 

 
Friday 3rd June, 4 Roundmoor Close 

at 9.30am 
Hosted and led by Judy Penny 

 
Tuesday 14th June, 24 Anson Close 

at 7.30pm 
Hosted and led by Jackie & Julian 

Balsdon 
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Parish Registers 
Baptisms 
 
7th May Harrison Townsend (Saltford) 
8th May Daniel Hobbs (Saltford) 
8th May  Emily Hobbs (Saltford) 
 
Confirmations 
 
15th May Katie Whittle (Saltford) 
 
Funerals 
 
10th May  Robert Pyle (Haycombe Crematorium) 
11th May Peter New (Saltford) 
12th May Ralph Baker (Saltford) 
 
Weddings 
 
27th May John Stone & Barbara Evans (Corston) 

 
Copydate for the Newsletter 

 
Copy date for the next newsletter 10th June at the latest. Please deliver all copy to the Parish Office. If you 
produce it on a computer, it would be a great help if you would please email it to: scnbenefice@gmail.com 
Due to the summer holidays the August edition of the newsletter will be a double edition to include August 
& September.  

 
 St Mary’s Saltford 
www.stmaryssaltford.org.uk 
The Parish Office, St Mary’s Office, St Mary’s Church Hall, High 
Street, Saltford, BS31 3EL Tel: 01225 872275  
Email: scnbenefice@gmail.com 
Churchwardens: Dave Faulkner 01225 874133   
                               John Norris 01225 872750 

 
 

  

 The  Confirmation of Katie Whittle 

 
Members of the Wednesday morning homegroup and others from our church 
family, were privileged to join Katie Whittle’s family for Katie’s confirmation on 
Sunday, 15th May in St Mary’s Church. Bishop Ruth of Taunton led the special 
service, with Daile, in a very sensitive and moving way. Katie affirmed her belief in 
Jesus and received the Holy Spirit, so fitting on the Day of Pentecost.  
We enjoyed refreshments afterwards in the church hall and I was thrilled to meet 
some of Katie’s cousins, who I remember from Holiday Bible Club, now with 
children of their own. Please pray for Katie as she continues to walk with Jesus.                                                                                       
Judy Penny 

 

 

mailto:scnbenefice@gmail.com
http://www.stmaryssaltford.org.uk/
mailto:scnbenefice@gmail.com
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Circle of Friends  
Will meet in Bath on Thursday 2 June at 7pm outside the Information Centre, Abbey Churchyard (Southside). 
We are fortunate that Robin Dixon, who is a Mayor’s Guide, has agreed to lead a walk to explore Bath’s 
Pulteney Estate. This includes Great Pulteney Street, one of the finest formal Streets in the country and 
Sydney Gardens. The walk is 1 to 2 miles long and generally flat. It will be taken at a leisurely pace, and is not 
physically demanding. Please sign the list in the Porch if you wish to come.  
Everyone is invited including those in Corston and Newton St Loe who would like to join us.                                                                                          
                            Hilary Smedley 873179 
 
Saltford Day Centre, Hilton Close 
Saltford Day Centre Lunch Club celebrates 25 years in May 2016.  
Full report on our celebrations in the next newsletter.  
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

HOME GROUPS IN SALTFORD 
 

Tues Evening 
18 High Street, 7.45pm 

 
Wed Mornings 

 4 Roundmoor Close, 10am 
 

Wed Evening 
14 Golf Club Lane, 7.45pm 

5 Vernon Close, 8.00pm 
The Rectory 7.30pm 

 
Men’s Home Groups 

2nd Tuesday of the month 7.30pm 
2nd Wednesday of the month at 7.30pm 

 
If you would like information about 

 joining a home group or other opportunities for study across the Benefice,  
please contact 

Robin Dixon Tel. 01225 359014 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Teen Church Saltford 

 

Teaching, discussion, prayer,  
worship, songs.  

 
Make new friends, while having fun! 

 
1st and 3rd Sunday of the month 

11.15 - 12.15pm 
Refreshments on arrival  
(from 11am onwards) 

 

 

  Coffee Shop 

 

 
The coffee shop meets at Hinton Close 

Meeting Room. Saltford 

10–11.30am every Friday. Hot drinks and 

biscuits only 50p! 

 All are welcome. 
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All Saints, Corston 
www.allsaintscorston.org.uk 
Parish Office Tel: 01225 872275 
Churchwardens: Liz Acton 01225 873955 
                              Diane Phillips 01225 873643  
                                
 
 

 
June 
Saturday   4th  10.30am  Village Market, Corston Village Hall 
Wednesday 8th  12 noon Soup and Pudding Lunch, Corston Village Hall 
Sunday  12th    Queen’s Birthday celebrations – for details see below. 
      No Parish Communion this evening 
Sunday   19th  11.15am Pet Service 
      6.30pm Corston Church Preservation Trust’s concert. 
 

 
 
 

CORSTON CELEBTATES THE QUEEN’S 90TH BIRTHDAY 
 

A short service of thanksgiving for the Queen’s birthday will take place in All Saints Church at 3.00pm on 
Sunday 12th June led by Revd. Daile Wilshere. This is a special service which has been issued for use across 
the country, after consultation with the Queen. This service will take the place of our usual 6.30pm Parish 
Communion service, which is cancelled. 
 
The service will be followed, for Corston residents and their close family members only (see below why), by 
a street party from about 3.30pm. Villagers who are coming are invited to bring food to share before 3pm 
– drinks will be provided. A list of offers of sandwiches, cakes, etc for people to sign will appear in the shop 
near the time. There will be a fancy dress procession – open to all! Come dressed as Kings and Queens. We 
hope to have a brass band playing during tea. 
 
The Parish Council are contacting BANES re road closure. This we have requested will be from 2 – 6 pm on 
the 12th June. Access will remain available at all times to the Barton and Lower Farm Lane from the A4 end 
of Corston Lane and to Meadlands from the A39 end. The area to be closed will be in front of the shop. 
Under rules for street closure, as set down by the Secretary of State, this must be a strictly Corston village 
event. This means Corston residents are welcome, plus their close family wherever they live, but otherwise 
unfortunately it is not for non- residents. 
 
 

C.C.P.T CONCERT – June 19th, 6.30pm 
 

We are all looking forward eagerly to this concert, which promises to be a wonderful occasion. Seating is 
limited, so if you haven’t yet obtained your tickets please contact Liz or Anthony Acton on 873955 as soon 
as possible. 
 

 
 

++++ 
 

http://www.allsaintscorston.org.uk/
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Holy Trinity, Newton St Loe 
www.holytrinitynsl.org.uk 
Parish Office Tel: 01225 872275 
Churchwardens: Rosemary Denning 01225 872617  
                              Ian Tadd 01225 426489 

 
May Day was cold and wet but lots of people braved the elements to enjoy the many stalls and exhibitions, 
we are expecting to raise £3000 for which we are very grateful. The annual quilt raffle raised £404 – thank 
you to the ladies of the Craft group for their effort. The raffle for the ‘Duchy’ hamper raised £430. We very 
much missed the use of the Parish Room but ‘Baz’ gave us the proceeds of the photographs taken in the 
Room. The usual attractions - Chuffy the train, the cake and plant stalls ,and the Dog Show were popular. 
The Farm Shop,the village shop and the Village Hall were busy. Someone said ‘its not all about money its 
such a lovely atmosphere’, so as usual thanks to all the helpers and to everyone in the village for making 
the visitors welcome.                                                                                                  Trevor Ewins 
 
Take me to Church 
On May 13th, the church in Newton St Loe opened its doors to 
the students on a commercial music degree at Bath Spa 
University, who put on a concert of live music. The idea came 
from a conversation with Pete Bernard, a lecturer on this course. 
What started as a seed of an idea certainly grew into something 
incredible. The singers Newton Country, Mae Bradbury, and 
Water & Wine are extremely talented young people. The 
atmosphere was amazing and everybody who came said it was a 
great evening, adding when’s the next one! 
The aim of the evening was to begin to open the church in Newton St Loe to the community, and to build a 
relationship with the community of Newton - of which Bath Spa University is part. Holy Trinity is their 
parish church and because of that are very welcome to use the building. 
People came from across the Benefice, local residents, and students to support their friends – a couple 
from Bath who were out for an evening walk stopped to listen for a few minutes and ended up staying the 
whole evening! 
 Psalm 122:1 says I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go to the house of the Lord”. Even though the 
concert had a country, folk feel the Spirit of the Lord was moving in that place – commented on by so many 
of the students. 
An incredible venue to play in.  
Daile, can I give you a hug? I have played gigs in so many places and this is by far the best, the 
atmosphere, and presence is incredible. 
It’s so beautiful, can we come and play again? 
Thank you so much for inviting us and opening your church to us. 
The unseen Spirit of God is moving. 
One young person, having read a memorial with the inscription – This nave is for the the poor of the parish 
to use – asked if that is still true. Sadly, I said no, but it has made me think – why not? If that was its 
original intended use, why isn’t it being used for that reason today – perhaps the poor of our parish are our 
students? Something for the PCC to reflect on. 
The highlight of the evening – the final song - an impromptu, unrehearsed accappella version of Amazing 
Grace sung by all the bands, accompanied by those in the pews – beautiful.  
The unseen Spirit of God is moving. 
So thank you to the musicians, the camera, lighting and sound crew for embracing the church as yours and 
putting on a wonderful evenings’ entertainment – we look forward to the next one. 
Daile  
(since writing it looks like the next one will be in October or November 2016, with a possible three planned for next year) 

http://www.holytrinitynsl.org.uk/
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On June 5th @ 4pm we hold a service called The Servant Queen and the King she Serves, to celebrate 
HRH Queen Elizabeth’s 90th birthday. This will be followed by refreshments.  
 
On July 3rd @ 4pm we will be celebrating Trevor Ewins 35 years as a licensed Reader in the Benefice, and 
formally welcoming Revd Sandy and commission of Lay Pastoral Assistants with a service led by the 
Archdeacon of Bath, with refreshments to follow. 
 

++++ 
 
A Message from Bishop Peter 

 
Dear Brothers and Sisters, 

 

‘To be or not to be – that is the question.’  Or perhaps we should say ‘to stay or not to stay – that is the 
question’.  June 23 is EU Referendum Day and some commentators say it is the most important election 
most of us will vote in. The difficulty seems to be, for me at least, to know what the real issues are and how 
these should be assessed and weighted. Financial, political, economic and social arguments have been 
presented by both sides and there is seemingly no consensus as to which arguments are the most 
persuasive or compelling.   
In all that I have heard to date, however, there seems to have been too much emphasis upon self-interest 
(‘what we might get out of it’) and not enough being said about service and mutual flourishing (‘what we 
can put into it’). Of course, it is important to consider what the impact on staying or leaving would be on 
the UK but there is another important question which we need to consider - what can we contribute as a 
nation to the development, security and prosperity of other countries in the world and would that be best 
served by staying or by leaving? 
As we know, opinion polling is not an exact science but analysts seem to agree it might be close.  Research 
suggests younger people are more likely to vote to remain in the EU, while older voters tend to favour 
leaving. My hope is that we will all make it a matter of focused and sustained prayer. Let’s pray that this 
will serve to unite rather than divide the UK and, whatever the outcome, that the UK will continue to seek 
the peace and welfare of all. Let’s pray for God’s peace and blessing on all the nations of the world. 

 

+ Peter Bath & Wells 

++++ 
 
An Evening with Philippa Hanna 
Philippa Hanna has had a number  one  Album in the Christian Charts and is now in the Official UK Album charts.  She 
is currently amongst some of the biggest Christian artists and for one night only she will be in Keynsham with her full 
band.  After her concert in Keynsham she’s off on a European tour and then a tour in the USA, so we are privileged 
to have been able to book her for Keynsham. 
 Tickets have been subsidised so are only £5 each.  Philippa will be singing her songs and telling of her own faith 
journey in between the songs, so it is suitable for Christians and also their non-Christian friends. 
 The Keynsham concert is on Sunday 5 June at 6pm at Keynsham Elim Church, Balmoral Road.  Children need a 
ticket and are only allowed if accompanied by an adult.  
 So please tell your family and friends about this concert.  The evening will be suitable for all ages.  Tickets are 
running out fast.  
  
If you go on Facebook to the Keynsham Elim Church page and scroll down you can see more details. There is a 
‘Soundcheck’ video of her singing and a link to click on to order tickets.  
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